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Launches, from A2

Nigeria tights several armed groups

Nigeria is battling multiple armed groups, including at
least two affiliated with IS, an offshoot of the Boko Haram
extremist group known as the Islamic State West Africa
Province in the northeast, and the less-known Lakurawa
group prominent in the northwestern states, where the
gangs use large swathes of forests as hideouts.

Security analysts said the target of the U.S. strikes could
be the Lakurawa group, which in the last year has increas-
ingly become lethal in the region, often targeting remote
communities and security forces.

"Lakurawa is a group that is actually controlling terri-
tories in Nigeria, in Sokoto state and in other states like
Kebbi," said Malik Samuel, a Nigerian security researcher
at Good Governance Africa. "In the northwest, there has
been the incursion of violent extremist groups that are
ideologically driven," he said, blaming the incursion on
the near absence of the state and security forces in hot
spots.

Violence affecting Nigerians

Trump said the airstrikes were launched against IS
militants "who have been targeting and viciously killing,
primarily, innocent Christians." Residents and security
analysts have said Nigeria's security crisis affects both
Christians, predominant in the south, and Muslims, who
are the majority in the north.

"Terrorist violence in any form, whether directed at

Local

Christians, Muslims or other communities, remains an
affront to Nigeria's values and to international peace and
security," the Nigerian Ministry of Foreign Affairs said.

Nigeria's government has previously said in response
to Trump's criticisms that people of many faiths, not just
Christians, have suffered attacks at the hands of extremist
groups.

US measures affecting Nigeria

Trump ordered the Pentagon last month to begin
planning for potential military action in Nigeria to try
and curb what he called Christian persecution. The State
Department recently announced it would restrict visas for
Nigerians and their family members involved in killing
Christians there.

And the US. recently designated Nigeria a "country
of particular concern" under the International Religious
Freedom Act.

Trump said U.S. defense officials had "executed numer-
ous perfect strikes, as only the United States is capable
of doing" and added that "our Country will not allow
Radical Islamic Terrorism to prosper."

Nigeria's population of 220 million is split almost
equally between Christians and Muslims. The country
has long faced insecurity from various fronts, including
Boko Haram, which seeks to establish its radical inter-
pretation of Islamic law and has also targeted Muslims it
deems not Muslim enough.
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But attacks in Nigeria often have varying motives.
There are religiously motivated ones targeting both
Christians and Muslims, clashes between farmers and
herders over dwindling resources, communal rivalries,
secessionist groups and ethnic clashes.

The U.S. security footprint has diminished in Africa,
where military partnerships have either been scaled
down or canceled. U.S. forces likely would have to be
drawn from other parts of the world for any larger-scale
military intervention in Nigeria.

Trump has nonetheless kept up the pressure as Nigeria
faced a series of attacks on schools and churches in
violence that experts and residents say targets both

Christians and Muslims.

Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth posted Thursday night
on X: "The President was clear last month: the killing of
innocent Christians in Nigeria (and elsewhere) must end."

Hegseth said that U.S. military forces are "always
ready, so ISIS found out tonight — on Christmas" and
added, "More to come...Grateful for Nigerian govern-
ment support & cooperation” before signing off, "Merry

Christmas!"

Associated Press writer Konstantin Toropin in
Washington, and Chinedu Asadu in Abuja, Nigeria, con-

tributed to this report.
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Gall us at 574-936-3101 or stop in our downtown office
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Place an ad online 24/7 at www.thepilotnews.com

Fax: 574-936-7491 « email: class@thepilotnews.com
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116
Legals

NOTICE OF PROPOSED ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS - JANUARY
Notice is hereby given the taxpayers of Marshall County, Indiana that the proper legal officers of the Marshall County Coun-
cil will meet in Room 203 of the County Building at 112 W. Jefferson Street, Plymouth, Indiana at 5:30 p.m. on the 12th day
of January, 2026 and will consider the following additional appropriations in excess of the budget for 2026:

T0 SUBSOC

General
Sheriff Radios & Accessories 1000-005-40-0083 $152,355.00 c a I I 574_ 9 3 6 — 3 1 0 1
Commissioners MCRSD Bond Anticipation Note (BAN) 1000-068-30-0119 $2,000,000.00
Public Defender Expert Witness (Reimb) 1000-271-30-0042 $2,000.00
Training (Reimb) 1000-271-30-0043 $3,000.00 116 116 116
Public Defender 1000-271-30-0044 $576,240.00 L I L I L I
Administrative Services (Reimb) 1000-271-30-0046 $30,000.00 egals egals egals
GAL (Non-Reimb) 1000-271-30-0047 $30,000.00 NOTICE against this estate, whether or 550 East Jefferson Street
Interpreter-Court (Non-Reimb) 1000-271-30-0048 $12,000.00 The North Township Advisory not now due, must file their P.O.Box 540
Interpreter-Assist Attorney (Reimb) 1000-271-30-0048 $3,000.00 Board is holding its first public claims in the office of the Clerk  Plymouth, Indiana 46563
Conflict-Hourly Pay Cases (Non-Reimb)  1000-271-30-0050 $35,000.00 meeting of 2026 on January 6, of this Court within three (3) 574-936-4031
Transcripts (Non-Reimb) 1000-271-30-0052 $20,000.00 2026 at 6pm. Meeting location  months from the date of the first December 20, 27, 2025 PN370256
Psychiatrist (Non-Reimb) First Two 1000-271-30-0053 $10,000.00 is 411 S Michigan St, LaPaz, IN  publication of this Notice, or hspaxip
_ _ Total $2,873,595.00 46537. Agenda items include within nine (9) months after the Alcohol & Tobacco
Cum Cap Development Machinery & Equipment 1138-001-40-0080 $45,250.00 Set up Township Board Struc- decedent’s death, whichever is Commission
Total $45,250.00 ture, Set up Township Board of earlier, or the claims will be for- LEGAL NOTICE OF PUBLIC
10CS PreTrial Grant Wages-PreTrial Intake Specialist 9013-007-10-0143 $52,126.20 Finance, Set up Territory Ex- ever barred. HEARING
Wages-Probation Officer Pretrial 9013-007-10-0144 $60,725.70 ecutive Board positions and Dated and signed at Plymouth, The Alcohol Beverage Board of
Employer Social Security 9013-007-10-0201 $8,633.39 any other items necessary and Indiana, on December 12, Marshall Count gvill hold a
Group Health Insurance 9013-007-10-0202 $12,167.90 pertaining to township matters. 2025, blic hearin ¥’10_00 o
Group Life Insurance 9013-007-10-0203 $365.40 December 20, 27, 2025 PN369562  Jonny S. Bennitt pu g at 19:00 am o
Employer PERF 9013-007-10-0204 §12,630.41 hspaxlp January 06, 2026 at the Mar-
ployer’ ’ Anthony J. Wagner shall County Building, Commis-
kit $Ot1 BI—DW-SMO73 2?22(1)23 00 STATE OF INDIANA Post Office Box 158 sioner's Office, 112 W. Jeffer-
ota 1158, Bremen, IN 46506 ; S X
IOCS Problem Sclving Court Incentives _ 9015-001-20-0012 $1,300.00 ICI’\IOL':'II\I-I-II-EY EZM‘SD‘EEEE‘LIS‘UPE_ PH: 574-546-2626 tsg)qn%gsj{;gt:tz ill?{e O;Eg?;?;“g%
Graduation Supplies IS 001:20 0018 $500.00 RIOR NO. 1 COURT Attorney ID #25146--50 holding an alcoholic beverage
Drug Testing Supplies 9015-001-20-0015 $1,000.00 IN BE: THE ESTATE OF December 20, 27, 2025 PN370261 rm'tgb th licants li tg d
Peer Recovery Workbooks 9015-001-20-0017 $300.00 BVIN L KAYLOR hspaxip ﬁ:rei:] %’o Vfaf:;pt'ﬁz hse;’in‘z
yggc?;;nkaransponation gg}ggg}gggg}g gigggg ESTATE NO. STATE OF INDIANA visit https:/www.in.gov/ate/
Total $3.700.00 50D01-2512-EU-000066 COUNTY OF MARSHALL publlc-meetlngs/‘
Taxpayers appearing at such meeting shall have the right to be heard. The additional appropriations as finally made will be Ng;:\ﬁﬁlg.?::;gﬁ ISNS:THE MARSHALL CIRCUIT fcaga?:édézzargnhﬁzmbers
referred to the Department of Local Government Finance. The Board will make a written determination as to the sufficiency (PUBLICATION) COURT 2pp BRYANJ H OWA RD
of Funds to support the appropriations within fifteen (15) days of receipt of a Certified copy of the action taken. Notice is given that on this date  GALENDAR TERM: 2025 02/11/2019

Pursuant to 1.C. 6-1.1-18-5 information regarding the proposed additional appropriation will be posted to Gateway https:/

gateway.ifionline.org/

Disabled persons needing special accommodations, please contact the ADA Coordinator at (574) 935-8720

Angela C. Birchmeier
Marshall County Auditor

Kristy E. Barehead was/were
appointed personal representa-
tive(s) of the Estate of Irvin L.
Kaylor who died on September
12, 2025.

All persons who have claims

December 27, 2025 PN370287 hspaxip

YOUR GUIDE TO Home Services
& Repair Professionals

Your ad could be here for os little os $115 per month,
Call 574-936-3101 ext. 134 for more details

(BE!I]I]

505 525 650
Carpets/Rugs Contractors Excavatlng Tree Services

Benefiel's| [WEREHIRINGE

Carpet Cleaning Services
Residential & Commercial

Carpet & Upholstery Professional Cleaning|
David Benefiel = 574-780-2723

nOME ronce
For All Your Home's Needs
Don’t Move, IMPROVE!
Additions, New Construction, Remodels, Roofs,
Decks, & More!

lOwner - Operator @2 Pl} mouth (574) 300-9903 » www.homeforceinc.com

CLEANRITE |

CleanRite Cleaning Services, Inc.

Job Sites, Initial _
Cleans, Homes, Lake
HOUSES, ?usmesses’ Est. 2000 » BEB Chamr Member
Apts & Windows Insured * Bonded

www.cleanritecleaning.com

574-586-9614 | 574-274-2424

EXCAVATING * SEPTIC PUMPING
SEPTIC SYSTEMS
WATERLINE INSTALLATION & REPAIR
14501 Lincoln Hwy., Plymouth, IN 46563
935-5456 www.stoneexcavating.com

Stump Grinding « Storm Damage
Lot & Fence Clearing
Seasoned Firewood

574-936-5818

Free Quotes|

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING!
FREE

ESTIMATES

Gutter Master LLC

prompt and professional service

5”& 6” Seamless Alum. Gutters
Leaf Protection Covers

574-907-4234

IN THE MATTER OF THE UN-
SUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION OF THE
ESTATE OF
TERRANCE P.
GERSTBAUER, DECEASED
CAUSE NO.
50C01-2512-EU-67
NOTICE OF

ADMINISTRATION
Notice is hereby given that on
the 16th day of December,
2025, Sally A. Gerstbauer, was
appointed Personal Represen-
tative of the estate of Terrance
P. Gerstbauer, deceased, who
died on the 9th day of October,
2025.
All persons having claims
against this estate, whether or
not now due, must file the claim
in the office of the Clerk of this
Court within three (3) months
from the date of the first publi-
cation of this notice, or within
nine (9) months after the dece-
dent's death, whichever is ear-
lier, or the claims will be forever
barred.
Dated at Plymouth, Indiana,
this 16th day of December,
2025.
Jenny S. Bennitt
Clerk of the Marshall Circuit
Court
Derek R. Jones, 20190-50
JONES HUFF & JONES, LLP

BARGAIN
FINDERS

155
Bargain Hunters
FREE TEACHER

materials/supplies. Call
574.936.4900, leave message
on landline.

1 Joel R. Fisher 01/08/ 2024

3 MARIA M KELLER
02/23/2004

Members serve for one year
and until a successor is ap-
pointed and qualified.

Board member one is ap-
pointed by the county commis-
sioners.

Board member two is appointed
by the largest city or town's ex-
ecutive.

Board member three is ap-
pointed by the county council.
RC5003357 Beer Wine & Lig-
uor - Fraternal Club RENEWAL
AMERICAN LEGION POST
385 INC 100 W RANDOLPH
ST Lapaz IN

D/ B/A AMERICAN LEGION
#385

DL5027313 Beer & Wine
Dealer - Grocery Store RE-
NEWAL

FAMILY EXPRESS CORPO-
RATION 1628 W JEFFERSON
ST Plymouth IN

D/ B/A FAMILY EXPRESS #25
RAPHAELJ OMERZA 236
MARCLIFFE DR S APT 9 Val-
paraiso, Secretary

GUS OLYMPIDIS 355 W 200 N
Valparaiso, President
DL5030673 Beer & Wine
Dealer - Grocery Store RE-
NEWAL

DOLGENCORP, LLC 690 S
MICHIGAN ST La Paz IN

D/ B/A DOLLAR GENERAL
STORE # 10756

RRS032845 Beer Wine & Lig-
uor - Restaurant (210-1) RE-
NEWAL

Navarak Restaurants Inc 117 S
Main St Culver IN

D/ B/A LUCREZIA TRATTORIA
NADA KARAS 1498 SPY-
GLASS CIRCLE Chesterton,
Secretary

MICHAEL KARAS 1498 SPY-
GLASS CIRCLE Chesterton,

President
December 27, 2025 PN370277 hspaxlp



